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Question passed.
The House accordingly adjourned at
five minutes to 1 a.m., until Saturday
forenoon.

Legislative Gounctl,
Saturday, 23rd December, 1905,
- Pick
Bills for Agricultura) Spur Railwaye (3), debated

joiutly, namely—
1, Eatanning-Kojonup, all stages .. 920

2, Goomnlling-Dowerin, nll stages .. 933
8, Wagin Dumbleyung, all stoges . B3
Bill : Appropriation, in Con., 3R. 235

Metropolitno  Waterworks Act Amendment
(extension of water supply}, all stages .., 935

Complimentary Remarks, Close of Session .. 936
Assent to Bills .. 837
Frorogotion to end of May .. 938

Tre PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
11 o’clock forenoon.

PrAYERS,

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the CoLoNIAL SBECRETARY : Papers
relating to the suspension and reinstate-
ment of the Commissioner of Police.

BILL—-EATANNING-KQOJONUP
RAILWAY.

AGRICULTURAL SPUR LINE.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and read a first time. -

SECOND READING—JOINT DEBATE.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill), in moving the second
reading, said : Members will notice what
has taken place in another part of the
Legislature, and the procedure fol-
lowed there can with a good deul of
advantage be followed here; that these
three Bills in so far as the second-reading
debate goes way be covnsidered as one.
By that I mean any arguments for and
against the three railways may be sub-
mitted in the one debate, and the Bills

dealt with afterwards in a more or luss .

formal manner. This is a method of

[COUNCIL.]
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procedure that will recommend itself to -
the Chamber because o good deal of time
is saved thereby, and each Bill can never-
theless receive the treatment to which it
is entitled. These Railway Bills have
been brought forward in pursuance of
what has been, since the Grovernment has
had existence, one of the main planks
of their platform, that of coostructing
what are known as spur lines of railway,
running from the nain lives into country
which is either settled or which the
Government are desivous of settling, or
which is in both stages. With regard to
the information which no doubt members
wish to be supplied with, and which I
shall be able to give them, I shall deal
with the following heads of information,
nwmely, the starting point and terminus of
the line, the total area of land served
by the line, the area of land alienated
along the route of the line, the area of
land available for settlement along the
route of the line, and in most cases
classified . into second and third class;
then again I shall be able to give
members information about the rainfall,
the lie of the country, that is the nature
of the country through which the lines
pass, invluding the engineering difficalties
which are met with or which are con-
spicuous by their absence, the timber
growing on such country, and the devia-
tions. 1 should like to know if there are
any other items of information on which
members require me to speak. :

Hon. J. D. Cosvornuy: The probable
freight.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. gentleman wust know that it is
practically impossible to arrive at that.

How. J. D. Connorry: The probable
cost of working the line.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
can get that.

How. R. ¥. Smorr: The report of
the surveyors.

Hox. J. D. CorrvoLny: The result of
the working of other lines.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That can he got of similar lines, not spur
lines built on a trunk-line basis. We do
not propose in the first place that these
lines shall be built as spur lines have
been hitherto built on the trunk-line
basis. It is not proposed that these
lines shall cost £4,000 a mile equipped,
but it is estimated that the cost of the 80
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miles of line which these propused rail-
wavys embrave, allowing {0 per cent. extra
for sidinys, shall be £136,000. So that
members will see the estimate of the lines
will be well under £2,000 a wmile, and L
am informed by the Minister for Works
that the estimate is rather on the liberal
side than otherwise. That includes a
certain amount for rolling-stock. As
I started out to say, this spur line policy
and the encouragement of agriculture,
either that which exists at present or
that which is to come by building these
spur lines, has been a prominent policy
of the Government ever since its existence.
K is due to the fact that the Govern-
ment wish to put into operation as
quickly as possible this important part
of théir policy—important indeed not
alone for the agriculture cummunity, but
for the whole community—tbat the

{23 Deceuper, 1805}

Glovernment take the earliest opportunity

of bringing this policy down in order

that a policy which undoubtedly, at the '

last eclection, was cordizlly endorsed by
the bulk of the electors of Western
Australia may receive consideration at
the hands of Parliament,
Hon. J. W. HackEeTT:
earliest moment.
Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY :

I admit with sorrow it is late in the

This is the

session, but T ask the hon. member to -

display some fair play and reasonableness,
and I ask if the Government could have
brought these lines down before this time.

Howx. J. W. Hacgerr: Of course they .

could.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Then I do not think the hon. member is
reasonable, or is displaying much fair
play in this connection. Parliament has
been in sessivn now for approximately a
month. Mipisters have be-n working as
hard as ever they could work, there is no
doubt whatever about that; that is
universally acknowledged; aod the
departments have been going at high
pressure in ovder to keep up with their
ordinary work added to the work which
is put oo them by the session of Parlia-
ment; therefore I do not see how the Bills
could bave been brougbt down soomer. I
regret us much as members that it has
not been possible to bring the Bills down
before this, but it has not been possible,
and I ask members to study what it
means to the State to delay the passage
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of the Bills hefore taking any action in
any direction. It puts back progress in
these districts affected by the railways
for 12 months at least. Actually a good
deal more by the moral effect which the
rejection of the railways by the Legislative
Council of Western Australia would have,

Hox. J. W, Jackerr: I understaud
all that.

Twe COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am certain the hon. member does under-
stand, und I am certain the Legislative
Council will do whatever it does with its
eyes open, and with a due recognition of
the consequences of that action. I am
simply putting on record my opinion of
the sitnation as it strikes me, and I hope
as it strikes a majority of the members
of the House. 1 have just said that the
policy of building spur lines in various
parts of our agncultural settlement has
met with hearty endorsement at the
hands of the Legislature of Western
Australia. 1t has met with the extremely
hearty endorsement of members in an-
other place. These railways were opposed
in auother place by a certain section of
the House, but they have passed trium-
phautly by majorities varying from 15 to
L6 in each instance; the two main divi-
sions being 28 to 13 and 26 {0 10.

Hon. R. F. Swort: There are no
parties in this House.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
would again point out to members that
if there were unything hovel in this pro-
position—if the subject had not been
discussed for practically the last year or
18 months—there would be some reason
for the pusition which, 1 understand,
some members are about to take up:
that the project is being rushed through
Parhiament, without due consideration
and sufficient information. Bot members
who read the newspapers —and [ presume
that all read thew in order to keep them.
selves in touch with public events—must
knowthat thedetails of each line bave been
threshed out.again and aguin, not only
locally but by deputations to the Minister,
reports of which have been availuble for
the inforwnation of wembers as well as
of the general public. Of course I know
that Mr. Sholl, who will persist in inter.
jecting, is a stickler for form. That is,
he is a stickler for form, not always, but
when the aforesaid stickling suits his
purpgse. If he thinks there is some
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little informality that may be dug up, be
will set to work to dig it up. There are
two great objects to be served by these
spur lines, In the first place. we have
to consider the convenience and the pro-
sperity of those persons who are already
settled on the land; and this is a subject
of which I would ask memhers to think
deeply and well. T would usk members
to put themselves for one moment in the
place of those settlers who now occupy
land in the vicinity of these proposed
lines, and to think of their feelings
should such athing happen asthatall these
railway projects should be thrown out.
The settlers huve had the guarantee
of the Government that at the earliest
possible opportunity—and that is now
—these railway projects should be
brought before Parliament for consider-
ation; und those settlers’ disappoint-
ment, and I may also say their resent-
ment, will T think be keen and justified,
if those railways, -which have for 18
months or more formed part of their
daily hope be not proceeded with. Then
again, we huve to think of the settle-
ment which must ensue along the routes
and beyond the termini of these lines.
This is of national importance. ILoti-
mately connected with agricalture in this
State is the subject of Immigration—
the successful settlement of people from
the old country on the land.  And before
we can legitimately and freely encourage
immigrants to come here, we must be
ready with lands for them to settle on.
Members will no donbt say that there is
a large area of land taken op and not
- made use of along our existing lines of
railway. That is so; but if members
will recollect, an extremely large propor-
tion of that land has heen taken up
within the last two vears. There has
not vet heen time to fulfil the conditions
on which that land was taken up, though
the holders have done their best. If we
wish to encourage our agricultural in-
dustry und to maintain that progress
which has been so evident during the last
few vears, we must seek fresh lands.
‘We must extend our railways into areas
lying a little farther back. With the
object of providing a place to which
immigrants can be taken when they
arrive in Western Australia—a place
where they can select farms —the Minister
for Lands has reserved within a reason-

[COUNCIL.]
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able distance of the terminus of this
line & considerable portion of Crown land
marked in red on the map, a little to the
south of the terminus.

How.J. W, Hackerr: How much ?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY :
About 180,000 to 180,000 agres, I
think, 1 forget the exact area. Mem-

bers will see that this very project which
we are now discussing lies at the root of
our immigration policy. If we are to
continue to carry out that policy, we
musi, of necessity be prepared to meet
immigrants when they arrive, to have
officers ready to take ihem to places
where they can select land ; and this will
be impossible if these spur lines are not
constructed. Therefore 1 ask meombers,
are they prepaved to set back our immi-
gration policy for 12 months by throwing
out these lines?

Mewsrr: That will not in the least
affect the policy. Twelve months will be
needed to get the immigrants here.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Evidently the hon. member does not read
the papers, or he would notice that for
the last month or two we have been
obtaining from England a most desirable
class of immigrants. Within the last
six months we have received over 100
immigrants with capital, prepared to go
on the land--some of them with £700.
And it would be to our everlasting shame
if those people, induced by our agents in
England to come out, were not supplied
with land on arrival. To deal briefly in
the method I have indicated with the
railway, I will give members some infor-
mation under the heads to which I have
referred. The length of the line which
we are now considering is to be 28 niles.
It is to start from Katanning, and to
terminate 28 miles westward, at Kojo-
nup. The total area of land to be served
by the line is 386,000 acres. The land
available for settlement alony the route of
the line is 40,000 acres of first-class land,
82,000 acres of second -class land, and ¥,000
acres of third-cluss land. The average
rainfall along the route of the line is 21
inches, and the country is well watered by
permanent pools on several creeks which
the route of the line traverses. The land
along the ronte is lightly timbered with
jarrah, blackboy, and red and white gum,
the clearing being moderately easy. The
lie of the country is undulating, easy
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grades being obtainable.
deviation is five wiles, The country be-
tween Katanning and Kojonup is settled
by a large number of practical farmers,
principally from South Australia. fuis
well adapted to agriculture, stock-raising,
and mixed farming. The population 1s
fairly lurge, and there will be a heavy
louding of farm produce. A great number
of selections has been taken up in antici-
pation along the Balgarrup River. This
railway may be expected te open up
that fine block of country lying between
Kojonup and the Bridgetown Railway.
Hor. J. D. Connoury: What is the
distance from Kojonup to Bridgetown ?
Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
About 65 miles. There are along the
route of the line 142 settlers, about 100
of whom have fumilies, holding 130,981
acres as freehold first-class land, ard
65,524 acres as second-class and third-
class. There are 8,792 acres cleared, of
which 2,358 acres are under wheat and
200 acres under barley this season, while
705 acres are under oats. Depasturing
on this area are 1,130 horses, 514 cattle,
10,495 sheep, and 266 pigs. There are
121 acres cultivated as orchard, and 7,030
are ringbarked. I do pot think mem-
bers can deny that this is a fair prospect.
We have the settled country; we have
the country vet to be settled. I am sure
that several members have seen the dis-
trict, and travelled through 1t; and if
not, I who have seen it advise them to
do so at the earliest opportunity. It
contains an extremely fine area of land

(23 Decenser, 1905.]

The lmit of -

waiting to be taken up on the advent of

this railway; for, besides the settled land,
there is yet to be settled land which will
well and truly repay setilement. Now
let us pass on to the details of the
Wagin-Dumblevung line. ,

Tre PRESIDENT: That Bill is not -

before us. This ts a Bill for the con-
struction of a railway from Wagin to

Kojonup. By permission of the Honse,

the Minister may refer to the other lines.
Hon. J. W. Hacgerr: It may be well
to permit the discussion of all the lines.
Tre CororNian SecreTarY: I think it
far better to give the details of these
lines in the second-reading speech on the
first Bill, and then each Bill can be
separately put through.
Tue PRESIDENT:
sense of the House.

I will take the

Has the House any
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objection to the Minister's dealing with
the two other lines ?

MempeErs: No.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
line to which I now wish to refer starts

* from a town called Wagin, on the Great

Southern ling, with which town wmost
members are acquainted by pame, and
rues approximately eastward to a point
north of Dumbleyung Lake. The length
of the line is to be 30 miles. The total
area to be served by the line is 435,000
acres, The area of land alicnated is
104,500 acres, of which 65,000 acres is
firgt-class land, 45,000 wcres second-class,
and 41,000 acres third-class; but there
is also an area of 167,500 acres not
classified. The rainfall along the route
of the line is 15 inches. The timber
is white and salmon guwm, with jam,
easily cleared. The lie of the country
is undulating, and presents no engineer-
ing difficulties. Easy grades are ob-
tainuble. The limit of deviation is 10
miles. There are along the route of
the line 10U settlers, and the line will
gserve a population of 300. Over 600
acres are under crop, and over 300 are
cleared and ready for burning in March.
Settlement is proceeding very rapidly.
The soil is excellent, the average vield 1n
bushels per acre of wheat being about 15.
This land too is to a large extent settled
by men from South Australia, who are
every day receiving accessions to their
ranks because of the good accounts which
they are sending to that State, and also
beeause of the prospect held ont to them
of this line being built.

Hox. J. D. Connvorry: What is the
arew of land not selected and open for
selection ¥

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
area comprises 65,000 acres of first-
cluss land, 45,000 acres of second-class
land, 41,000 acres of third-class, and
167,600 acres not classified. The area
selected is 104,500 acres. Now I shall
give the like details of tbe Goomalling-
Dowerin railway, of which the length
will be 15 miles. The total area of land
served will be 240,000 acres. of which
64,000 is alienated. The area available
for settlement is 176,000 acres not yet
classified; but I am led to believe on the

. best of authority that this area, though

not vet classified, comprises at all events
the normal proportion of good land. The
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rainfall is 14 inches per anpum.
luy of the country is undulating, and
presents no engineering difficulty, easy
grades being obtainable, The timber is
York and salmon gum, gimlet wood and
and jam, very easily cleared. The length
of line is 15 miles, limit of deviation
firve miles. The country between the

[COUNCIL.)

The ! to treat
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these projects kindly and
generously, and not to rob the settlers
along the route of these lines—and the
intending settlers who have their eyes on

' the manner in which the Government is

Goowalling and Dowerin Agricultural -

Areas is being very rapidly settled. The
goil is splendid. Over 8,000 bushels of
wheat were carted to Goomalling last
year. In places as many as 40 bushels
per acre have been obtained. The line
should in the near future be extended in
a north-easterly direction to Cowecowing,
to tap the splendid wheat - growing
country in that district; and ultimately
the line will probably join the Eastern
Railway near Kellerberrin,  The average
vield per acre lust year was about 18
bushels. There are in the district about
300 settlers and their families. Those are
briefly, on account of the ull too short time
now 4t my comumand, the details of the
three lines for which Bills are now before
the House. Again I should like to ask
members to consider thoroughly and
deeply before they take any step which
must, as it mwust in my opinion, retard
the agricultural procrress of Western Aus-
tralia to such an extent as will u refusal
to build these spur lines retard not only
our agricultural progress, but necessitate
the stoppage, for some time at least, of
that scheme of jmmigration just getting
into swing. I would ask members to
ponder the effect on the outside world of
the temporary or partial stoppage of that
scheme of immigration now being brought
prominently before the eyes of the British
public; to think what it means to the
credit of the State, and to let that weigh
with them when considering these railway
projects. Even if members delay for
only 12 mounths the building of these
lines, members will assume a heavy res-

poneihility. The building of these railways -

has been part of the policy of a Govern-
ment which believes in this State, not
because Ministers sit in their offices and
read reports, but because they cousider it
part of their duty to travel through this
countryand1omakethemselvesacquainted
with the resources of what must in my
opinion be, even from an agriculeural
point of view, the best State in the
Commonwealth. I would ask members

pursuing its railway policy—of the op-
portunity of beconiing prosperous and
contented citizens in ocur midst. I have
much pleasure in moving the second
reading of the Bill.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
ask for a few moments the kind fore.
bearance of the House; and I feel sure
that forebearance will be granted. This
is one of the proudest days of my life,
when I stand here and see that map
hanging in the Chamber, disclosing the
gredt settlement that has taken place,
not only in the Great Southern but in
the Hastern Districts. I have grown
grey in traversing that country. Twenty-
five years ugo I went into it practically a
strangor, and realised that in those lands
adjoining the Great Soutbern Railway-—
the railway was not then in existence—
we had an opportunity of making districts
equal to the Bastern Dhistrict. And to-
day, after 25 years, the map shows a
settlement of which the country should
be proud; and to-day we are asked to
cousider the reasunable demands of the
settlers in those districts, which are
languishing for want of the railwuys we
are asked to graut to-day. In connection
with these projects there is mnot the
slightest need for telling an untruth;
and truthfulpess is to be laid to the
eredit of our Lands Department. There-
fore any figures that I quote, being
supplied by that department, will, T trust,
be taken as reliable. It has been urged
that people are not doing engugh work on
the lands they possess along existing
lines. I have a table here which will
show how impossible it is for them te do
anything more than they have doue in
the limited time for which they have
held those lands. ‘We find that out of
5,989,000 acres, 309,804 were tuken up
in 1900; iu 1901, 351,999 acres were
taken up; in 1902, 330,630; in 1508,
1,045,171 ; in 1904, 1,362,941 ; and in 10
months of 1905, 1,132,398 ; waking a
total of 4,543,000 acres taken up since
the year 1901). When we remember that
the Lands Department bas again and
again complained of being starved in its
survey vote, and that only during last



Railway Bills

year could it undertake these surveys.
members will understand the position.
Moreover, the conditions on which people
were induced to take up that land were
very liberal. We said to them that if
they took up the land they should have
two years from the date of survey to
fence one-tenth of it, five years more in
which to fence the whole of it, and five
years wore in which to effect the other
improvements. We cannot say that the
people have not carried out the coundi-
tions; nor could they have done more.

surveys, prevented them from doing more.
I speak as one.of these people; and 1
suy without hesitation that 95 per cent.
of them are fulfilling and more than fnl-
fillivg every condition which they under-
took to fulfil. We as a Parliament have
encouraged the poorer class of people to
go ou those lands; they were tempted
" by those conditions ; and we cannot now
turn round and say that they should
have done wore.
out our promises. I am not here to
plead for the waster. or the speculator;
hut as a representative of the settlers 1
tell you these are doing their duty to
the State, and are becoming a prosperous
community. Given time, they will make
the State very prosperous. Members
have said they have not had time to
become acquainted with these matters;
but if members will not look into the
papers that are placed Lefore them, that
is not the fault of the Govermment.

Sir Epwarp Wirrevoosm : There is no
opposition to the Bill vet.

How. C. A. PIESSE : There is opposi-
tion to the movement.
that every member has had an opportunity
of becoming acquainted with the desires
of the people, so that excuses cannot be
made. (iood reasous have been advanced
by the deputations which have waited on
the Government for the construction of
these lines. The Colonial Secretary has
given us such a full and detailed account
of the circumstances surrounding each
railway, and knowing all that country as
I do, baving spent my youth there, all I
say is that the demands of the people are
reasonable. We have in these loculities
intelligent. people, full of ambition, who
believe in the State and who are making
comfortable homes for themselves. These
people are not doing that on fee simple

(23 Decemper, 1905.]

Our duty is to carry '
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lands but on lands upon which the State
bas to collect at least 10s. an acre. In
helping the people we help the State.
Hon. G. RaxpELL: How many of the
4,500,000 acres are there within 15 miles
of the railway line ¥
Hox. C. A. PIESSE: I trust the
reasonable requests of the people living
within the vicinity of these lines will be
ranted by members.
Sie E. WITTENOOM (North}) : After
listening to the speeches of the Colonial

. Becretary and Mr, Piesse, I think the
We as a Parlininent have, by not making !

. country.

The fact remains

members of this House present them.
selves as objects of sympathy to the
whole of the people of Western Aus-
tralia. We find ourselves placed in the
unfortunate position of having to con-
sider three most important Bills for the
expenditure of £120,000, and we are
asked to consider them in sometbing like
half an hour. The Leader of the House
has been good enough to say that he has
in his hands 2 large amount of informa.-
tion that is available for members if they
like to leok at it. What is the use of
that? We have half-an-hour to con-
sider three Bills. There is an immense
amount of information contained in the
papers, but it will take hours to look
through those papers, vet we are asked
to pass these Bills without obtaining this
information. Members of the House
are in an unfortuvate position, for if
they do not pass these Balls they will be
blamed for blocking the progress of the
The Government will say they
are trving to do all they can for the State,
but the Legislative Council are blocking
its progress. We members are entitled
to the sympathy of all the thinking
people of Western Australia in these
circumstances. I am prepared to admit

. all that bhas been said in favour of the

railways, and I am prepared tu listen to
the pathetic appeal which has fallen from
Mr. Piesse, also the impassioned remarks
from the Leader of the House as to the
desirability of developing the country.

+ Yet whilst we are all prepared to develop

the land and the settlement of the land
~—no one ¢can blame me during my public
career for stopping the progress of West.
ern Australin—we have a duty to con-
gerve the interests of the State. We
know from experience in other places, the
initiation of spur lines and similar lines
of railway has been attended by a great
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deal of failure. "Whilst I am not prepared
to say the circumstances would not be
different in this case, and probably lead
to success, at the same time I think we
are entitled to have sufficient time to
consider the Bills before’ we pass them.
It is naturally a popular policy for the
Government to bring forward, a policy
to assist the people on the iand. A
great deal of fault will be found with
members of the Legislative Council if
in our wisdem we do not see fit to pass
these Bills after half an hour's considera-
tion. Whilst we admit all the argu-
ments, we should see that these lines
have a probability of paying, for the
reason that they have to be built from
money borrowed from people in England,
and ohe of the conditirms attendant on
the borrowing of money is that it bespent
on reproductive works. That is a position
that I am sorry to say is not as carefully
con-sidered as 1t should be.

How. M. L. Moss: It is not a coundi-
tion of borrowing.

Bir E. WITTENOOM: It is a con-
dition.

Hor. M. L. Moss: It is very desirable.

Sig . WITTENOOM: When the
issue is sept out it is said that the money
is to be spent on reproductive works, and
in the schedule are the works on which
the money is to be spent ; thereforel say
if you spend the money on any but repro-
ductive works you are causing a breach
of the agreement. While not inany way
opposing the railways, we have a duty to
perform in seeing that they huve a pro-
bability of paying. I contend that the
Colonial Secretary and Mr. Piesse have
given us no figures to show whether
these lines have a probability of paying
or not. We have no estimate as to
the amount of freight or goods to he
carried, and nothing as to the cost of
working.

Hor. C. A. Piesse: We bave the ex-
perience of other railways.

Siz E. WITTENOOM: We have the
experience of railways in Victoria.

How. C. A. PiEssz: Much better, on
the spot.

Sk E. WITTENOOM : If the hon.
member had been here just now instead
of being away from his duties he would
have heard that I was not opposed to
the railways, but that I want to see
there is a probability of their paying.

[COUNCIL.]
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I adwmit there is a desirability for them
and that thev would be wmost useful in
the development of the land, which is
beld with satisfuction by farmers in the
vicinity, At the same time it is the duty
of Parliament to see that these lines
are made to pay. We hear a great deal
in wany directions of the indirect advan-
tages attending Grovernent affairs. But
there are many things which do not pay.
We have been told to look at the indirect
advantages. But there are too many in-
direct advantages in connection with
departments in Western Australia, and
it is time that when we borrowed money
we saw the works would pay. T could
instance two or three ways in which
money is spent from which we get no
profit. There are the Police, Education,
and Justice departments—these do not
pay. It is to keep the Government in
a straight line that I ask members to
pause before voting for the works. Itis
a moot point amongst experts whether
spur lines pay or whether they ever
will pay. Eovernmeuts 146 a rule in’
most countries—I do not know whether
it is any different here—will not de-
scend to cheap lines. Cheap lines will
not last and they do not pay, and as to
pioneer lines experts are entirely opposed
to them.

Tae Covoniar Secrersary: The 80
miles of railway are to cost £136,000,
and £24,000 is for rolling-stock.

Sz E. WITTENOOM: It is a
matter requiring very careful considera-
tion, and we should have time to consider
the disposal of this £136,000, for we do
not know if the lines will pay. I consider
good roads are better than spur railways,
and good roads are less expensive. The
upkeep of a railway is thecost. I should
like to hear a little more as to whether
the lines will piv, and also as to their
desirability. We all would like to see
railways wherever there is settlewent.
There is no better way of conveying
freight and goods and produce te market.
At the same time we must conserve the
interests of the country and not go in for
a large expenditure with the prospect of
losing money. With a little more infor-
mation on the points which 1 bave touched
upon, I shall be prepared to support the
second reading.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER (BEast): I
congratulate the Government on having



Railway Rills

brougbt forward these three Bills, and 1
think they bave been before the country
so long that everyone is convinced of the
importance of the lines. The land along
the line from Katanning to Kejonup is
blessed with a pleniiful rainfall; it is
good country and 1 know the line will
pay well. I regret the time is so brief
that members cannot talk about the lines,
bot I um sore it will be advantageous
to build this line as well as the line from
Wagin to Dumblevung, where we know
there is great settlement. It is un-
reasonable not to consider those persons
already settled on the soil. We all know
that agriculture canpot possibly be wade
to pay unless people bave railway transit;
therefore railways should be carried to
every locality where there is sufficient
land to justify the construction of a rail-
way. After all, the cost of the construe-
tion of a railway is very little more than
the cost of a macadamised road. And it
is more costly to keep a macadamised
road in repair than it is a railway.
Therefore I shall always be in favour of
railways to localities where sufficient pro-
dnce can be grown. I think it is only
fair to the Government to give them
credit for having prepared all the infor-
mation they can, and I think the depart-
ment deserve credit for the report, which
shows an immense area of land still open
for selection. That ought to open the
eyes of members to the importance of
getting the land selected and occupied as
soon as possible, and assist those already
on the svil. How can a man make any-
thing out of growing corn when he is
situated 20 or 30 miles from a railway ¥
He cannot doit. If we wish to encourage
people to select lund, we must give them
railway transit, and I hope wembers will
see the necessity of doing so. If mem-
bers will not give the lines their support
they will not give general satisfaction to
the country.

Hor. W. MALEY (South-East): It
is not my intention to detain the House
at any length, but I way say, like Sir E.
Wittenoom, we are objects of sympathy.
As a representative of the South-East
Province I claim to be an object of
sympathy. We are not given permission
tomake remarks that are necessary onsuch
a great proposition and on which such
momentous issues to the State hang. I
trust that while Sir B, Wittenoom and
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others give us their sympathy they will
assist us in ourearnest endeavours to get
these projects passed into law, and thus
give the settlers the advantage of raitway
carriage. If not, I am afraid we may
be objects of derision, These measures
have passed members of the Assembly
who are fresh from the ranks of the
people with a mandate to do their duty
to the settlers of the country; and if
we reject the Bills we shall place ourselves
in such a position that we eannot be in
many respects or in any great degree but
objects of derision. ‘These are strong
words to use, but 1 use them advisedly.
As members have asked for information
T will endeavour to supply them with
sowe in regard to the construction and
maintenance of the proposed railways.
The estimate given by Mr. T. Smith is
that light railways can be constructed for
£650 per mile, while the estimate given
by the engineers for the Government is
£1,100 a mile, of which I have the details
in my possession. The cost of muin-
tenance 18 set down at £1,200 per annum
on a 30-mile line, and the total cost, in-
cluding interest on 30 miles, is £4,000
perannum. 'I'bat is a small matter for
the country to make up. T am satisfied
the direct profit will give that return and
the indirect profit will be incalculable.
There is the indirect profit of the sale of
town and country lands. I commend
the Government for going out of their
way to reserve land, not along the rail-
way line, for in sewe instances the land
along the proposed route is settled, but
the Government are making reservations
beyond the termini of the railways.
The question is whether these spur
lines- compare with spur lines in a
country like Victoria. I say they do
not. If we were 10 take u truck line
from Victoria and place it in the State
of Western Australia, it would sinply
be us a spur line. You ecan make no
comparison of the value of the spur line
to tbe country. In Western Austrulia
the space is practically limitless. The
carriage from Kojonup 15 260 miles, and
goods can be carted in from beyond
Kojonup and conveved 30 miles to the
Great Southern line. Look at the
advantage to the Great Southern line of
the additional traffic over 235 miles in
addition to the 30 miles of spur line.
We have to pay in this State 5s. more
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per 100 tons per mile than people have to | the spur of the moment, in a short space

pav in New South Wales. We have here
a very payable proposition, and unless
settlement is pushed out into the country,
unless the waste lands of the country are
settled, we have enemies that will do us a
great injury. We have it reported in
this morning’s newspaper that the rabbits
are getting over the fence and coming
into the settled districts,. We have put
up two fences already, and they will not
keep the rabbits back. Are we to leave
the country without railways and hand
over this Slate as the Eucla country has
been handed gver, to the rabbits ?  That
has been due to the dilatoriness of pre-

vious Governments and the dilatoriness |

of mewhers who are not long-sighted
enough to see that sometbing must be
done to deal with the pest. I take it
that Sir Edward Wittenoom, in question-
ing the advantage of railways over roads,
unfortunately does not know how the
roads are kept. It takes up the whole of
a settler's time in carting stuff to market,
and time is money to settlers. I think
Sir Edward Wittencom is engaged in
pastoral pursuits or agricultural pur-
suits, and no one engaged in agricultural
pursuits can deny that the settler who
has no conveniences to reach a market
isat a great disadvantage and cannot com-
pete with other settlers, even at the same
distance from a market. T hope members
who are not inclined to vote with us will
vot vote against us, but rather retire
from the Chamber, unless they are con-
vinced they should oppose the measures.
As far as I am concerned, 1 leave to the
fairness of the Honse the question of
these railways.

How. W.T. LOTON (East) : It usually
falls to the lot of members in this place
on the last day of the session, or the
last day but one, to receive important
measures; but I do not know that it has
ever been attempted to place measures
before us of such importance at so late a
period. We have four Bills—three rail-
way Bills and another—and we have
barely time to read them through. The
Minister who has introdeced them, I am
bound to say, has given us the only
information at his disposal, and the
question now before us is whether we
shall adopt the policy of the Government,
that iz to say adopt the policy of con-
structing certain spur hines of railway, on

of time, within an hour or so, or whether
we shall defer their consideration—failing

* fair consideration of the projects—for the

short period of four or five months. It
seems to me it would be desirable in the
inlerests of the country to defer the con-
sideration of these matters for four or
five months. I cannot see that the people
already settled in these particular districts
or who intend to seftle will have any real
cause of complaint. Although we have
a spur line at the present iime, this
is practically a farther departure with
regard to the construction of railways
for another 70 or 80 miles. This Bill
before ns proposes to deal witlr the
Kutanning-Kojonup line, which of the
three projects is the most desirable
to be dealt with first, for in- that
district there is a very good climate and
very good land; but it is a gquestion
whether we should not continne the
Sonth-Western Railway from somewhere
tbis side of Bridgetown in the direction
of Albany. Has this ever been considered
by the Government ?

THE CoroNias SECRETARY: Yes.

How. W. T. LOTON : T do not know
whether this House has had un oppor-
tunity of considering it. At any rate,
the public have not. Tt seems that a
very large portion of land will be opened
up by the continuation of the South-
Western ling, I do not say from Bridge-
town, but from the nearest point from
that in the direction of Kojonup. The
extengion of that line would not need
more than about 60 miles of mailway.
Nearly the whole of the land that this
spur line will open up would be opened
up by the coustruction of a line from the
South-Western Railway to Kojonup.

Tae CoLoN1aL Secrerary: It would
cost more to open the country up that
way.

How. W. T. TLOTON: Such a line
would open up the country and enable
the producers in the settled country te
get to the markets of Fremantle and
Perth by a less distance of about 50
miles. I am not arguisg in favour of
this particular line, because I do not
know that it has been cousidered, but we
shall have to consider whether or not we
shall extend the South-Western Railway
in the direction of Albany. Tf that be
donpe there will be no necessity to have a

:
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spur line between the Great Southern and
South- Western lines.  Whatever ad-
vantage the State is to get from the
extension of railwayy or the building of
these spur lines, members must give full
consideration to the details before voting
for the expenditure of this money. There
is another point in connection with the
construction of these spur lines. The
Commissioner of Railways is entirely
opposed to spur railways, for he says
they cost more to work and manage
than loop lines do aund they do not
serve people so well. If the cost of
management is more when the lines are
opened up it will be u serious blot on the
construction. Isno attention to Le purd
to the advive and opinions of the mana-
gers.of our railways ¥ Are they deserv-
ing of no confidence? Does the Minister
for Works propose to take charge of the

new railways aod are we to have a dual -

coutrol? If so, it will need an extra
staff. We koow what the trouble 1s
with the privately owned ruilway—the
Midland Railway—and if we are to have
another system, as it were, there will
be farther trouble. Regarding the whole
of these lines, my view is that T have not

enough detailed information to enable .

me to give a sound vote. My view is
that the whole three Bills should be
deferred for farther consideration. These
spur lines are to cost practically about
£136,000. I notice that the Minister
said the spending of this £136,000,
money already borrowed, was a mere
hagatelle,

Tue CoroNiaL Seceerary: I do not
remember using that expression.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: He is so Te-

ported. 1 refer to the Minister for !
Works. Oue-sixth of a million is a mere
bagatelle! And if it should happen that

the whole undertaking was a failure, the
Minister says it does not much matter.
Is that how a Minister of the Crown
looks at the spending of £136,000 of
borrowed money ?

Hos. C. A, Piesse: The undertaking
cannet be a failure.

How. W. T. LOTON : All railways are
not successful. I am quite in accord

with every member of the House in |

favour of opening up and developing the
country. We must do it by railways.
But it does not follow that members of

this House, who are here to express their |
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views, should come to a conclusion on
matters of this kind within an hour from
the time when the proposals arve placed
before us. What damage will he done
by waiting for five months ? No damage
whatever.
Hon. M. L. Moss: We have now been
wailing for 18 months.
Hox. W. T. LOTON: We have been
waiting 18 years for many things, and
shall have to wait 18 months for these.
‘What provision is made on the Estimates
hefore us for the construction of these
lines ? Only £5,000.
TrE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: Detailed
surveys liave to be made.
*  Hon. W.T. LOTON : 8o the Govern-

ment are labouriny this question. They
* are providing on the Lean Estimates a
| magnificent sum of £5000 to spend
between this and next year, on three spur
lines. If that is the whole of the work
they propose to do——

Tue CoLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
¢ that done. Let us make the detailed
survers, and the thing is settled.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: The Minister
bas given us some information regarding
the rainfall east of Wagin—15 inches,
Will he tell the House over how many
vears the observations extend, and
whether that average is for Wagm or for
45 miles east of Wagin—the extent of
country this railway is to serve ¥ Wedo
not get an average rainfall of 15 inches
even in the valley of the Avon. But
that country east of Wagin has been
i occupied by kangarnos and emus.

I Tre CoLoniaLl SEcrETARY: The rain-
fall record has been kept [or eight years.

How. W, T. LOTON: Perhaps the
i Minister does mnot know that we get
barely an average of 15 inches through
the valley of the Avon, on the river.

Tue Coroniar SEceRETARY : The rain-
i fall record has been kept by Messrs
Warren Bros., at a point some 35 to 40
miles east of the Canning, for the last
8 or 10 years; and the average is 15
inches.
| Hox. W. T. LOTON : I have no inten.
, tion of talking out this Bill; but I
believe that farther time should he given
I for considering these railway projects. I
| venture to say that the country will
| benefit if we do not pass these Bills

-day.
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Hon. 8. J. HAYNES (South-East):
In view of the time fixed for the proroga-
tion, I think that unless my remarks are
very short I shall be antagonistic to the
Bills before the House. 1 trust that the
House will support them. T admit that
the time at the disposal of members for
considering the Bills is ridiculously short ;
nevertheless these projects bave been for
wany tnonths before the country.
Valuable information has been given us
to-day by tbe Colonial Secretary, and by
wy colleagues Messrs. Piesse and Maley;
and there is a valuable ohject-lesson in
the map on the wall. When anything
like reasonable propositions for agricul-
tural lines can be put before me, whether
for lines in the South-East Province or
elsewhere, T will support them; because
agricultural lines will tend to make
profitable that which is at present
unprofitable, and will tend to satisfy the
cry for population to be seftled on the
soil. I am quite in accord with Mr.
Loton's remarks with regpect to the
proposed line vig Bridgetown to Albany.
That has been mooted before, und it was
supported from Sir John Forrest's time
onward. I admit that suck a line is
warranted. But in that distriet, and in
many other districts in this State, are
plenty of objects on which expenditure is
warranted, The difficulty is to find the
money. Having regard to the clock, I
will not occupy more time. From my
personal observation I am satisfied that
the line from Katanning to Kojonup is
well warranted, and should pay. Of the
routes of the otherlines I have not had an
opportunity for personal inspection ; but
from my experience in the Eastern States
my preference is for loop lines rather
than spur lines. At the same time I
recognise that these spur lines will open
up valuable land, and will tend to settle
people on the soil. And with respect to
the losses incurred by spur lines in the
Eastern States, I have no doubt that the
Government have considered the circum-
stances of the proposed lines, and that
the results will not be disastrous. One
of the lines, at least, can be turned ulti-
mately into a trunk or a loop line. At
the same time my preference, I candidly
admit, is for loop lines, which I think
would better serve the country, and
would open up a larger area for selection.
However, spur lines are part of the policy
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of the Government; and though there is
great reuson in the arguments of mem-
bers, I trust that the Bills will be
supported with a view to settling pecple
on the soil, To induce population of a
farming type is one of the plaunks of the
Government policy. Then there must be
lines provided for that population, and
lands in proximity to a railway. The
amount on the Estimates is very small,
being a provigion for a survey, We ghall
have the details in five months; whereas,
by postponing the project for five montbs,
we shall postpone the agricultural lines
for 12 mnonths.

Mewmser: The monev is not yet bor-
rowed.

FrE CoLoNiaL SEcekerary: We have
it in hand. )

How. 8.J. HAYNES: 1 trust that the
Government will succeed, by careful
administration, in handling the money
when the time comes for its expendi-
ture.

Hon.J. W. HACKETT (South. West):
As every moment that goes by furnishes
an additional argument against passing
these Bills or any of them in the present
session, I will not add to the weight of
opposition by making an unfair use of
the time. I shall be as brief as is consis-
tent with an explanation of the position
I take up with respect to the three Bills.
I do pot believe that anybedy in this
Stute can charge me with being antagon-
istic to the scheme. 1 remember the day
when the Goldlields Water Scheme, with
which it is one of my proudest boasts to
have been associated, was championed by
only three or four persons in this State;
and nothing but the undaunted and
unremitting efforts of those three or four
conld have made it successful. A little
farther buck, during the first months of
8ir Jobn Forrest's term of office, he
brought before the Chamber a policy of
the most far-reaching obligations, which
staggered members of this House and
members of another place, but was uever-
theless to a great extent the foundation
of the prosperits of Western Australia.
But what I do complain of is thut we are
about to decide offi-hand a scheme which.
when regarded in all its bearings, in its
future as well as in its present effects, is
infinitely the most important constructive
scheme brought before this House since
the days when the Goldfields Water
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Scheme was adopted, though I admit
that Federation was a larger question.
How. M. L. Moss: And more unfor-
tunate.
Hor. J. W, HACKETT: The hon.
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member has changed his opinien on that .

point. But when a measure of this kind,
which is travscendently more important
than any other construction measure

which has for years been placed before '

us, is brought up, not in the closing days
but in the clusing hours of the session,
it behoves members to consider very
serivusly whether by a rush vote they
should give effect to a scheme which at a
later date may be fraught with disaster.

Hown. M. I.. Moss: It bas lLeen hefore |

the country for 18 months.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: What has
been before the country ?

Tre CorowisL SECEBETARY : The dis-
cussion of these three lines.

Hox.J. W. HACKETT : No. Itake
entire exception to that statement. What
has been before the country is the choice

of five lines on the west side and five -

lines on the east side of the Great
Scuthern Railway: the question of the
junction of the Kastern Railway with
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or to take certain action which
negative  the principle that this

House is bound, without consideration
of districts, to consider the interests of
the State as a whole. To bring up these
three measures, with a number of covert
threats behind them that we shall be
throwing the country back for a twelve-
mounth, that we shall be interfering with
agricultural progress, that another place
has adopted the Bills by large majorities,

* that if we reject them we shall be vetard-

Goomalling, and the exieusion of that

spur line, but in a direction, we under-
stood, towards Cue; the extension of the
Fastern_ Railway, extensions of the Go.
vernment Northern Railway and of the
South-Western Railway—probably in all
20 projects. But no particular discus.
sion or examination of anv of these has
taken place; and that statement I defy
Ministers to contradict, not by interjec-
tions, but by quoting facts.

How. M. L. Moss: I have heard it said
that you never read the West Australian.

Howx. J. W.HACEETT: Sometimes I
read it ; but so large a number of other
persons read it that I can always pick
up, by conversation, a good knowledge of
its contents. If only for my own protec-
tion, and for the sake of future adminis-
tration, I would point out that when we
consider all that is involved in these
Bills, it is not fair or just to the position
of this House ae a House of examination
and review, to ask it to accept a principle
of an absolutelv novel character in the
few minutes left at members’ disposal.
I have heard many members rise in
this House and protest against their
being asked to adopt resolutions

ing the progress of the State in every
direction—I say that i3 not justifinble
on the part of the Governmens or of any
other body of men; and I cannot con-
ceive anything in this half-digested policy
to warrant this House forgetting the
position it shounld oceupy in the Constitu-
tion, as the last court of review, which
should give to this and other measures its
full and impartial attention with a view
to ascertaining what is warranted by the
interest. of the country. From every
point of view this constitutes a new
departure, which should have taken not
minutes of deliberation in this House but
days and possibly weeks. The scheme
should have been put before the country,
so that it could be canvassed thoroughly
in the Press, on the platform, and in
private circles. Tnstead of that, these
Bills were not heard of till three
days ago. No one in this House,
except Ministers, could have known what
were the (Government intentions regard-
ing spur lines or any othes lines. Such
are a few of the features that characterise
this novel wode of action. By adopting
these Bills we commit ourselves to oue
gide of a highly debated question—
whether a loop.line system or a spur-line
system, or some combination of the two,
is the most advantageouns.

Hox. M. T. Moss: These will ulti-
mately be utilised as loop lines.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: 1 cannot
understand how this can be used as a
junction line. I have very little hope
indeed of the lines being continned. We
have had experience of promises of ex-
tension in that very neighbourbood, which
promises have not yet been performed.
Of course, these lines will have to be
given a fair test. If they fail to carry
out their purposes, then these are the
last of the lines of this class that we
shall probably see in this State. Not
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only have we that big question to decide;
we have also to decide the primary gues.
tion of whether the light line of what
I may cull the Hedges or the Teesdale
Swith type is the most advantageous, or
the line of the Engineer-in-Chief, or the
line advocated by the Commissioner of
Railways, Mr. George. All those matters
should he fully discussed here; and I
take leave to ask this House whether
there has fullen from the Colonial Sec-
retary one single sentence which throws
any light upon these matters, or holds
out any indication whatever of the
(Gtovernment view on these questions,
and how that view has been arrived at.
Then we have the guestion of cost. How
is it possible to suppose that this House
can deal with such a question as the cust
of this line on the details given hy the
Colonial Secretary? He has entirely
avoided that aspect of the case. He has
told us that he is relying upon the
estimate of the Engineer-in-Chief; an
estimate that has been examined and
condemned in some of the most reliable
professional quarters in this State. And
the Minister has not told us what has to
be done with the railways after construc-
tion. I understand tbat if the lines are
constructed, they will not be handed
over to the Commissioner of Railways;
and I earpestly hope that the state-
ment will prove true, that svme other
person will be put in authority over
these lines. Otherwise, we shall see
an approximation to the standard of
the Government railways, instead of
the light developmental lines essential
to this State. A few days ago the
Prewmier received a deputation at which I
was present; and 1 can vouch for the
attitude and demeanour of the Premier,
as well as for his words, when he said :
“The policy of the Government is that
these light lines should pay, not in-
directly only, but directly. That is a
condition precedent to those lines.” The
Premier seems to huve been overruled by
some powerful voices in his Cabinet; for
assuredly the Bills that have come before
us cannot be said in any manner to bear
out that understanding of Mr. Rason’s.
But I complain that, notwithstandiog
this direction of the Premier, given
solemnly and soberly to a deputation,
and the words duly reported, the Colonial
Secretary sbhould have made no attempt
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whatever to show whether these lines
will be profitable. After all, the whole
project hinges on that question. What-
ever the views of the Government may
be, the question comes back to this: will
these lines be found profitable? If they
are successes, we may see spur lines
extended in all directions. But what we
do want is a svstem, a general policy,
applicable not to three points on the
Great Souihern Railway, hot to this
whole State of a million square miles.
We want a policy which will embrace
every district capable of agricultural
settlement. If these lines be failures, I
can congratulute my friends who repre-
sent the South-East Province on their
having the oaly three spur lines that will
be constructed, If these are failures, I
am quite certain that no others will be
constructed in the fuinre; hecause the
Consolidated Revence Fund is becoming
reduced, and the demands upon it are
becoming heavier everv year. We shall
find it unequal to the demand of paying
interest and sinking fund and the best
share of the working expenses.

Hon. C. A. Presse: We can pay for
everyone of them, as the land is un-
doubtedly valuable.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: Paying from
the proceeds of the sale of land—un-
doubtedly that is another featire, and
one that has received much consideration,
on which there has also been much cor-
respondence in the Press. I hope that
feature will be taken up by the Govern-
ment, but the Coloninl Secretary has
made no reference to any expedient of
the kind.

Tre COLCNIAL SECRETARY:
stated the area of land available.

How. J. W. HACKETT: The pointis,
are you going to earmark the wmoney
received from the sales of these lands to
pay for the construction of these railways?
If you do, you provide us with 4 way out
of the main difficulty as to wheve the
money is to come from to build the
railways and afterwards to finance them.
I say the land will be settled, I do not
gay without railways, because the day
may come when even railways will be
antiquated institutions, something else
taking their place; but I say the
problem of the State is to bring all the
settlers within reach of the market to

L have
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such an extent that everyone outside 15
wiles of the existing lines will obtain
some means of carriage. That is the
principle that underlies this whole ques-
tion, and we could have spent days dis-
cussing that point alone, but it is thrust
uside and hardly touched on at all by the
Colonial Secretary. Now that ull thegold-
fields seem to have reached their farthest
maximum, and there seems te be a small
decline, the nearest boom and the one I
am waiting for is the settlement of
agriculture. But the question is whether
we shall do more to retard the prosperity
of the people and the business of railway
communication by providing three lines
that are doomed to failure from the start,
for if thev are failures they ruin almost
entirely the hopes of opening up millions
of acres. The bringing up of -this
question in these closing minutes of the
gession is oot warranted or justified by
any conceivable benefit. If svmething
can be done to secure a portion of the
land revenue created by the extension of
the spur live, then we are in a different
-position altogether. But the major ques-
1ion is the proceeds from the extension of
the railway system of the State. What
profit does the Government expeét from
these spur lines? Do they expect any
profit ut all? Are they prepared to face
a deficit vear by vear, the revenue not
being sufficient to cover. the working
expenses, leaving all other charges against
the consolidated revenue ? The minister
has not uttered u syllable as to whether
he expects to get any profit or return,
But the returns will not be sufficient to
pay working expenses. There is the
responsibility that rests on this House to
take such steps as to insure the ample
discussion of ihese measures, and- to
impress on the Government the absolute
necessity of bringing down these measures
at a much earlier period of the session so
as to enable proper discussion to take
place. TFor my part, I shall vote in the
interests of economy and agriculture, in
the interests of this House, against these
propositions. Not with a view of destrov-
ing them, but with a view of postponiag
them for four months and a-half, by which
time the House will again be in session.
I bope the House will take that view of
the matter,

Howx G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I move that the debate be adjourned.
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Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Aves e B
Noes e 14
Majority against ... 6
Ates, ' Noes.

Hon. H. Briggs Hon. T. F. Q. Brimage
Hon. J. W. Eett Hon. J, D, Connally
Hon, W, T, Loton Hon. V. Hamersley
Hoan. E. McLarty Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon, G. Randell Hoo. W, Kingsinill
Hon, J. A, Thomson . Hon, Z, Lane

Hon. 8ir E. Wittenoom Hon. J. W, Langsford
Hon. R. F. Sholl (Teller). Hon., W. Muley
Hon. R. D. McKenzie
. Hon, M, L. Moss
Hon. W. Qats
Hon. C, A, Piesse
Hou. C. Sommera
- Hon, C. E. Dempster
{Teller.)
Motion thus negatived.
Question (second reading) put and
passerl.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendtnent, atd
the report adopted.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved, That the Bill be read a third
time.

How. J. D. CONNOLLY moved an
amendment, *“That the third reading be
postponed until after the consideratian of
the other two Railway Bills.”

Tue Covonian Srecrerary did
object.

Motion passed (the third reading passed
later).

At 1’15 p.m., the PresipENT left the
Chair.

At 145, Chair resumed.

nod

BILL—GOOMALLING-DOWERIN
RAILWAY.

AGRICULTURAL SPUR LINE.

Received from the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time.

SECOND EEADING.

Tae COLONIAL SECKETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : In moving the
second reading of this Bill, I will do so
purely formally, as I explained to mem-
bers on the second reading of the
Kojonup Bill. I have already given
members the information which I have
at my command with regard to the class
of country this railway is about to pass
through, the number of settlers located
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thereon, the amount of land available for
selection, the amount of land already
settled, and the rainfall. [Interjection
by How. &. Rawperi.] The Govern-
ment are not awire of any difference of
opinion as to the route, except that some
prople think it should turn southward
instead of north; but given the northerly
direction, I do not think there is any
difference of opinion as to the route.
Members will find the line delineated
on the plan.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read « third time, and passed.

BILL—WAGIN-DUMBLEYUNG
RAILWAY.
AGRICCLTURAL SBPUR LINE.

Received from the Legislative Assembly
and read a fivst time.

TeeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill), in moving the second
reading, said : I take it members will not
expect me to do other thun formally move
the second reading of this Bill. T have
already given them the information at
my command in regard to the country
the railway is about to puss through,
starting point and terminus, the length
of the line, the number of settlers served,
the amount of land available for selection,
and the class of country the railway will
gerve. They having had these considera-
tions placed before them, I do not think
they will require any farther information;
and I therefore move that the Bill be now
read a4 second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—KATANNING-RQOJONUP
RAILWAY.

THIRD READING.
TaeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) moved that the Bill (dis-
cussed earlier in the sitting) be now read
a third time.

[COUNCIL)

Wagin, elc.

Howx. J.D. CONNOLLY (North-East)
said he wanted to make a little explana.
tion on account of his having moved the
adjournment of the third reading. He
wounld preface his remarks by enter-
ing his strong protest, for he might
say he was speaking now ruther on
behalf of the members of the North-
East Provioce and South Province, the
Eastero Goldfields members, to save time.
The adjournment of the third reading
was moved becuuse the second reading
bhad slipped through vather quickly.
Those members had not voted against the
adjournment with & view Lo knocking out
the Bill by a back-handed blow. They
strongly protested against the Govern-
ment bringing down at the last hour and
almost at the last minute of the session
three such important Bills containing
new principtes of railway construction.
Those members who protested were in
no way prejudiced ; and as the second-
reading debate proceeded they concluded
that, so as not to block settlement, they
would support one or perhaps two of
those lines, leaving the other one or two
lines to be brought in at the beginning of
next session. They thought that the
Goomaidling extension should be proceeded
with, because there was already a spur
line to Goomalling, and the additional
cost of working would not be great.
They thought it would be only fair to
give the new settlers of whom they had
heard an opportunity of settling on the
land ; and therefore those members would
support one line in the Great Southern
District. They had not made up their
minds which one tv support; hence their
moving to postpone the third reading.

Tae COLONTIAL SECRETARY as.
gured the hon. member that no one ve-
greited more than Ministers the need for
bringing in these Bills at the tail-end of
a session; and the hon. member would
realise that this was almost worse for
Ministers than for private members.

How. J. D. Cownonry: Members
were pnot speaking against the Colomal
Secretary personally.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY was
only explaining the attitude of the Gorv-
ernment, who regretted the need for
bringing down at the end of the session
matters of such importance; but they
had to choose between two evils: whether
it was better 1o bring down the Billg
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with what he considered sufficient in-
formation, although placed somewhat
horriedly before the House, or to hang
up the Bills and delay for 12 months the
progress of Western Australia. The
Goverotoent preferred to hurry through
the Bills rather than not have the Bills
at all; and Ministers shared the regret
of the hon. member at their baving to
appear to treat this House with less con-
sideration than the Hoose deserved. He
would endeavour not to offend again in
that manner, and assured members that
this procedure was far rougher un him
than on the House, becanse he was there-
by obliged to acquire much information
in an exceerdingly short time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Discussion resumed from the previcus
day.
ScrepvLE C.—Toan Fetimates and
Loan Suspense Account:

Vote— Railways, elc., £316,750:

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There could now be no objection to pass-
ing the item ‘' Agricultural and other
Railways, £3,000,” nor to reinstating the
item “ Fremantle Dock and Slip, £5.000,”
struck out in error owing to an incorrect
message received to the effect that the
itern had been struck out in  another
place. He presumed that members would
have no objection to the reinstatement on
recomunittal.

Amendment (Mr.
withdrawn.

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY: In protest-
ing vesterday against spending loan
money on works that were not repro-
ductive and on public buildings, he had
stated that the sum in question, £70,000,
was much larger than bad ever in this
country been spent out of loan on public
buildings. The T.eader of the House
stated at the time that £330,000 had
been spent out of loan by a previous
Administration on public buildings. A
return laid on the table of the Assemblv

Loton's) by leave

by the Treasurer set forth the total |

amount spent out of loan on public
buildings since the foundation of the
colony as less than £63,000. The
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Colonial Secretary would say there were
buildings other than public buildings;
but railway bnildings were part and
parcel of the railways, hence the present
Govermnent would in one year spend out
of loan on public buildings a greater sum
than had been thus spent since the found-
ing of the colony.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
subject started by the hon. member wus
altogether fureign to the vote under dis-
cussion. The return which the hon.
member alluded to bad been shown to

* the Treasurer, who eaid that he (the

—

Colonial Secretarv) was perfectly correct
in stating that the sumn expended out of
loan on public buildings, exclusive of
rallway Luildings, was £332 000; and
that to get at the true expend iture from
loan on public buildings one had to
analyse several votes, such as depart-
mental, mining, Department .of Agri-
culture, ete. Thus analysed, the true
expenditure from loan to date was, as
stated, over £330,000.

Schedule as amended agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

RECOMMITTAL, ETC.

On motion by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY,
Bill reeommitted for amendment.

Schedule C (Harbour and River Im.
provements £84,528) now amended by
reinserting the item “ Fremantle dock
and slip £5,000," erroneously struck out,

Bill reported without ameudment (as
printed), and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—MEFTROPOLITAN WATERWORKS
ACT AMENDMENT.

EXTENBION OF WATER SUPPLY.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and read a first time.

SECOND READING, ETC.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon, W. EKingsmill) in moving the
second reading said: After they hear
the explanation I have to make, I scarcely
think members will think this Bill is
debatable. It is to substantially increase
the capital available at the cisposal of
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board,
which now consists of the Minister for
Works. The capital now available is
£420,000. It is proposed to increase
the borrowing powers of the board to
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£320,000, for two reasons.
pla.ce, even minor works are bung up, as
shown by the little Bill passed this
session to ratify the agreement between
the former board and the Mount Lawley
Estate, and the board is penahsed forthe
want of ready wmoney. In the second
place, with the limited capital at its
disposal it is impossible to carry out the
larger works for which Perth and its

suburbs are crying out; and it was °

thought advisable by the Government fo
bring down this Bill to increase the
capital, and thus relieve the board of its
financial worries so much present with it
in the Jast few years. It is not, as it
were, creating a charge on the State of
‘Western Australia, but the charge will
be on the localities deviving the benefits
from the operations of the board, that is
the ralepayers of the Jdistrict where the
water is reticulated will have to bear the
charges fo be imposed, if any are imposed
under this Bill. I do not think it is
necessary for me to enter,into more than
a very short rdsnmd of the history of the
board.

Hox. M. L. Moss:
now.

How. J. W. Hackerr: Just tell us
what you propose to do with this money.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Bill gives power to raise money, but does
not raise it. When the money is raised
we propose firstly to morve thoroughly
reticulate the suburbs, and secondly to
initiate a scheme in the valley of the
Canning River, whereby a largely in-
creased water supply ean be assured by
the raising of the present Canning weir;
and it is the intention of the Government
to start with that work as soon as pos-

Ther¢ is no time

sible. The matter bas been gone into
fully by the Eugineer-in-Chief, who
reports that it is practicable. Ii is not

the old Victoria weir; it is a new reser-
voir. It is interesting to follow the
scheme as it has been worked out, taking
into consideration the increased supply
which will be needed for Perth and the
results which the supply of this water in
larger quantities will have on the price
the public will have to pay. According
to a very elaborate and carefully worked
out table supplied by the Engineer for
Water Supply, in four years from hence,
with an increase of population of 3,000 a
year for Perth and suburbs, which of

[COUNCIL.]
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In the first | course will be un ever-increasing in-

crease, it is calculated that in 1910 the
price of water can be reduced to 11d.
thousand gallons, and in 1912 to ]Od.
per thousand gallons, until we get to
1921, whep it is confidently asserted the
price of water will be reduced 1o 74d. 1
do not think that the Engineer recog-
uised in his computations the probable
arrival at the vanishing point. Members
know I have to be Dbrief, and this is
briefly the object of the Bill; not exactly
the object of the Bill, but the object of
expending the money to be raised if this
Bill be pussed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Passed through Committece without
debate, reported without ameudment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

Hox. C. SOMMERS (South): Ten
inembers of this House will have to meet
their electors soon, and probably some
may not be returned. As one of them I
desire to express to the House and mem-
hers my appreciation of the work we
have done, and T trust that you, Mr.
President, being one of the retiring mem-
bers, will return to continue the good
work you have done. If you are re-
turned, every member will welcome you.
I conclude by wishing you a long life
avd a merry Christmus.

Hew.'T. F. O. BRIMAGE: As a
young member we looked to the President
and the Chairman for information, and I
tender them by humble thanks for the
many kindnesses they huve shown to we.
I join in wishing you, Mr. President,
and members & merry Christmas.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : May I be allowed,
in the concluding minutes of this session
for which gvery member has longed during
the last week or more, to thank you, Mr.
President, and the officers of the House
for the ipvariable courtesy shown to
members; and may 1 personally be per-
mitted to thank hon. members who have
given me such kind, if at times judicious,
support. There is one thing 1 do not
think anybody has alluded to, that is
the uniformly good attendance we get
here. One thing gave me a great deal of
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Ppleasure the week before last, on looking

Tound the Chamber, to find that no less
than 29 members were present.  With one

mewber away on leave of absence, that .

makes up the full number of 30. We can
always reckon on huving auv attendance
of well over 20, and I think it is a
featore we may well be proud of, that
in spite of that attendance we find that
the cacoethes loguendi has not uvercome
members to such an extent that the pro-
gress of business has been bampered in
this Chamber. It is a pleasure on all
occasions to pilot the business of the
Government through this House, and I
have again to thank members for their
kindness and courtesy towards myself. I
thank you, Mr, President, and Mr.
Briggs, and I desire to tender to members
of the House all the compliments of the
season and verv many happv returns of
the same.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER (East):
This may be the last occasion T shall be
amongst members. [Memrers: No.}
I only say I shall be sorvy. but if I do
not come back I want to express my
thanks to members for their kindly
feelings towards me. 1 have to thank
the President for his kindliness and
courtesy towards myself, and T hope he
will hold his present position for many
loug vears. Ihope the House will always
be able to work with that good feeling
that has existed in the past. I wish
members a happy Christmas and a
successful New Year.

Hown. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : I may be permitted
10 say a few words following on those of
Mr. Sommers. The hon. member has
spoken with some besitancy as to whether
he will renew that friendship that has
existed so long in this House. As far as
T aw concerned, I do not speak with that
hesitancy, for I am convinced the electors
will appreciate the geod work I have
done for them, and that we shall meet
again in the course of next session. 1
have to thunk the
kindness and courtesy with which he has
treated members like myself.

Tre PRESIDENT : I thank meinbers
for the kindly references they have be=n
pleased to make as to my occupancy of
this Chair. It has been said that ten
members go out this session by effluxion
of time.
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I come back to this Chamber or not has
to be decided bereafter. Still I recognise
the honour which has been conferred on
e in electing me President, and 1 also
recognise the uniform courtesy and kind-
ness which I have received al all tumes
at ithe bands of members. I wish mem-
bers a merry Christinas and a happy New
Year. I trust those members who go
for election will come back again.

Tue PresipenT left the Chair until a
few minuces before 3 o'clock.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

His Exceviency THE GOVERNOER
enterad -the Chamber at 3 o'clock, and
commanded the attendance of members
of the Legislative Assembly, who accord-
ingly arrived with their Speaker.

Mr. SpEAKER presented the Appro-
priation Bill. to which His Excellency
assented.

His Excernuency also gave assent to
the following Bills, in addition to four
Bills assented to previously :—

“An Act fo confirm an Agreement
between the Melropolitan Water Works
Board and the Proprietors of the Mount
Lawley Fslate and to amend the Water
Works Act, 1889, and for other purposes.”

“An Act lo further umend the Law
relating to Public Elem-nlary Kducation.”

“dn Act to amend the Electric Light-
ing Act, 18927

“ An Act to further amend the Agricul-
tural Bank Act, 1894.”

“ An Aet Lo enable the purpose of portion

of Permanent Reserve No. 3421, and por-

tion of Permunent Reserve No. ,{fl 493 to be

changed.”

“ An Act to umend the Fertilisers and
Feeding Stuffs Act, 1904."

“ An Act to amend the Jury Act, 1858

“ An Act to amend the Life Assurance
Companies Act, 1859.”

“ An Act for the Prohibition of Secrst
Commassions and Rebates.”

“ An Act to provide for the Compilation

- of Acts of Parliament, with their Amend-

1 am one of these, and whether

ments."”

“ An Act forthe Closing of certain Roads
and Slreels, and for other purposes.”

“An Act to Amend the Bills of Sale
Act, 18987

“ An Act for the Reguiation of Fisheries.”
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“ An Aet to impose Duties in rvespect of
the takings of Totalizators.”

“An Act to further amend the Slamp
Act, 1882

“An Act to further amend the Wines,
Beer, and Spirit Sale Act, 1880.”

“An Act to further amend the Land
Aet, 1898.”

“An Act lo further amend the Fire
Brigades Adt, 1898."

“An Aet to amend an Aet fo requlate the
Establushment of Banking Companies in
the Colony of Western Australia, and to
enuble the proprictors of such Companies
to sue and be sued in the mame of any
one of their Public Officers.”

“An det to further amend the Metro-
politan Waterworks Act, 1896.”

“ An Act to authorise the Construction
of a Railway from Wagin to Dumbleyung.”

“An Act to authorise the Construction of
a Railway from Goomalling to Dowerin.”’

“ An Act to authorise the Conslruction of
a Ruilway from Katanming to Kojonup.”

“An Aet to supply o sum out of the
Consnlidated Revenne Fund and from
Moneys to the Credit of the General Loan
Fund and from the Loan Suspense Account
to the Services of the Year ending the
thirtieth day of June, One thousand nine
hundred and siz, and to appropriate the
supplies granted in third Session of Parlia-
ment.”

Bill reserved for His Majesty's assent,
namely :—

“An Act to make provision for the
belter protection and care of the Aboriginal
wnhabitants of Western Austrulia.”

PROROGATION,

His EXCELLENCY, in closing the
session of Parliament, was pleased to
speak as follows: —

“Mgr. PrESIDENT AND HONOURABLE
“ GENTLEMEN Or THE LEGISLATIVE
“ CoONeCIL,—
“ Mg. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
“ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—
I have pleasure in releasing you from
* your Parliamentary labours.
‘ Mg. SPEAEKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
“ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—
“I thank you for the liberal provision
“which you have made for the public-
“ gervice.

[COUNCIL.]
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“My Ministers hope that by eareful
“ ydministration with regard to the affairs
“of the Metropolitan, Interior, and
“ Northern portions of the State, and
“ with the assistance of the extra funds
“ which will be placed at their disposal
“by reason of the legislation you have
“passed this session, to more closely
“approximate the Revenne and Expendi-
“ ture.

“Mg. PrrsipeEnt ANp HoNOURABLE
* GENTLEMBN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
“ CouNoIL, —

‘*Mp. SPEAKER AND (ENTLEMEN OF THE
“ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

“T am pleased to know that yon have
“wade provision for the protection of,
“and better administration of the laws
*relating to, the original inbabitants of
“this vast portion of the Anstralian
*“Continent, and I sincerely trust that
“the measure which has been passed
“during the present session will prove
“ gatisfactory alike to the aborigines and
“those with whom they are mostly
“ brought into contact.

“ Bince calling you together on the
“twenty-third day of November, I have
“ noticed with great interest the present
‘*gondition of the mining industry, and I
“feel sure that with the application of
“the most modern methods of treatment
“of our auriferous deposits, the liberal-
“jsing of the mining laws, and a due
* appreciation of the State battery system,
“ many prospectors will be able to work
“ their claims with profit to themselves
“and the State, whilst many others will
“be induced to come hither seeking for
*“the treasures which the Almighty has
“ 50 bountifully placed at our disposal.

“ Tt is gratifying also to observe that a
*“ steady stream of desirable settlers con-
“tinnes to flow towards our shores,
“attracted by the liberal provisions exist-
“ing for land settlement, and the valu-
“able assistance rendered to bona fide
“gettlers through the medium of the
« Agricultural Bank,

“The legislation which you bave passzed
“during this short but trying session
“will, T am assured, be found to be of
“much advantage to the State.

“T now prorogue this Parliament to
“Thursday, the 81st May next.”

The session then closed,



